MEWS ANALYSIS NO. 1-1812 NOVEMBER 12, 1976 
RONALD J. DUMLAVEY 


THE SECURITY COUNCIL ON ISRAELI OCCUPATION POLICY 
ANNCR: OF THURLDAY THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUIICIL ADOPTED 
A CONSENSUS RESOLUTIO!M CRITICAL OF ISRAEL] OCCUPATION POLICIES. 
VOA NEYVS ANALYST RONALD J. DUNLAVEY DISCISSES THE COUNCIL'S 


ACTION: 


VOICE: THE SECURTTY COUUCTL HAS HAD HO LESS THA! THREE DEBATES 
THIS YEAR Of: THE PROPLEI OF ISRAELI POLICIFS IN THe TERRITORIES 


TT HAS OCCUPTED SIWCE THO MINETIEM SEXTY-SFEYEN NAR, THE OUTCOME 


THE MARCH DEBATC "AS A RESCLIITION CRITICAL OF ISRAELI WEST 
B5ANK POLICTES---A RESOLUTION WHICH “AS VETOED BY THE UNITED 
STATCS OF THE GROUND THAT IT DIS NOT CORRESPOND TO THE ACTUAL 
STTUATION IN THE AREA, ANOT:iDh EOSATL, IN MAY, RESULTED IN A 
MAJORITY STATEMENT CONDEMNING ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS ON THE WEST 
RANK; THIS TINE THE UNITED STATES ASSTAINED, DESCRIPING THE 
RESOLUTIOU AS “UHBALAHCED,"” BOTH! THES, HOWEVER, NASHINGTON 
HADE IT CLEAR THAT IT “AS SYMPATHETIC TQ THE BASIC THRUST OF 
THE RESOLUTIONS AHN VAS OBJECTING TO THEIR EXAGGFRATED AND 
THPRECISE LANGUAGE. 

NOM, A THIRD DESATE HAS SEE COMPLETED, AND THIS TIME A 
“CONSENSUS” STATENEPT HAS BEEi: UMANT OUSLY APPROVED. IT 
CRITICIZES ISRAELI POLICIZS 111 THE CCCUPIED AREAS, WITH PARTICULAR 
REFERENCE TO ISRAELI SETTLE'NENTS IN THOSE AREAS AND ISRAELI 
EFFORTS TO ALTER---AS THE STATEMEHT PUTS IT---"THE DEMOGRAPHIC 
COMPOSITION OR GEOGRAPHICAL HATURE.* IT IS CRITICAL OF ISRAELI 
EXPROPRIATION OF LAND AND TRANSFER OF POPULATIONS, AND CALLS ON 
ISRAEL TO DESIST FROM ACTIONS WHICH! TEND TO CHANGE THE STATUS 


OF JERUSALEM, THIS TIME THE UNITED STATES JOINED THE CONSENSUS, 
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FINDING THE STATEMENT MORE SALANCEID, MORE PRECISE AND LESS 
EXTREMF THAN THE EARLIER ONES, FOR EXAMPLE, NO EFFORT WAS MADE, 
AS IN EARLIER STATEMENTS, TO SINGLE OUT ISRAEL AS GUILTY OF 
PROFANING HOLY PLACES. 

IN EACH OF THE EARLIER DEBATES, OBSERVERS POTIITED OUT THAT 
THE SECURITY COUNCIL WAS DEALING ‘ITH THE SYMPTOMS OF A 
PROBLEM RATHER THAH ITS ROOTS, THI SAME POTI:T \'AS MADE AGAIN 
THURSDAY. THE COUNCIL STATENENT RIGHTLY DESCRIBED THE 
SITUATION IN THE OCCUPIED AREAS AS A THREAT TO THE PEACE AND 
AN OBSTACLE TO NEGOTIATIONS. BUT NO AMOUNT OF RESOLUTIONS AND 
STATEMENTS CRITICAL OF THE OCCUPATION CAN ELINI:!ATE THE ROOT 
CAUSE; THAT CAN ONLY GE DONE BY NEGOTIATIONS THAT CAN LEAD TO 
Alt OVERALL SETTLEME?:T OF THE ARAB-ISRAFLI DISPUTE, IT IS NOW 
GENERALLY AGREED---ESPECIALLY “ITH THE NEW HOPES FOR PEACE IN 
LEBANOH AND ITH A CHANGING POLITICAL CLIMATE IN THE MIDOLE 
EAST---THAT A REMENAL OF HEGOTIATIONS IS NOT FAR OFF. 


BT 


